
TERM 3
NEWSLETTER

SUSTAINABILTY NEWS
We are excited to share that our  Green Team has been created! Big
congratulat ions to El la ,  Renee,  Kerry  and Rita for  jo in ing the team. The Green
Team are pass ionate about car ing for  the envi ronment and making a posit ive
difference with in our  community  and wi l l  help our chi ldren and educators learn
about car ing for  our  envi ronment in fun and meaningful  ways.  Our focuses wi l l
include reducing waste,  recycl ing,  saving water and energy,  car ing for  our
gardens and outdoor spaces,  and making sustainable choices embedded in our
pract ices.  Through hands-on exper iences,  the chi ldren wi l l  have opportunit ies
to explore nature,  learn how we can care for  our  planet ,  and work together to
make a posit ive difference in our  chi ldcare community .  We look forward to
shar ing our Green Team act iv i t ies and achievements with fami l ies throughout
the remainder of  the year!  i f  sustainabi l i ty  is  something you are pass ionate
about and would l ike to ass ist  our  team with any ideas or  opportunit ies please
reach out to one of the green team members or  Nakita!

AGM:
 Tuesday 20  October 2027,  please contact committee or
Management if  you would l ike to attend via teams meeting.  

t h

END OF YEAR CLOSURE DATES:
Children’s last  day Tuesday 22  December 2026n d

Children’s f irst  day Thursday 7  January 2027t h

Fee increase: $139 daily rate,  $149 non kinder fees.



Using smoulder ing watt le ,  gum and cherry  bal lart  leaves,  Jaeden shared the
signif icance of th is  important cultural  pract ice with the community .  The
Welcome to country  provided a meaningful  opportunity  for  everyone to
acknowledge the Tradit ional  Custodians of the land and deepen their
understanding of Abor iginal  culture,  h istory and tradit ions.
The chi ldren eager ly  part ic ipated with cur ios i ty  and respect ,  embracing the
exper ience as they learned about the importance of car ing for  Country ,
connect ion,  and community .  Exper iences such as these foster  a strong sense
of belonging,  promote cultural  awareness ,  and support  chi ldren to develop
respect and appreciat ion for  the Fi rst  Nat ion Peoples of Austral ia.
Fol lowing the Welcome to Country and Smoking Ceremony,  the chi ldren from
Babaj in and Woolert  enjoyed a special  quest ion-and-answer sess ion with our
v is i tors  f rom Monash Counci l .
The chi ldren conf ident ly  asked a range of thoughtful  and engaging
quest ions,  including,  "What do you do for  work?" and "What is  your favour i te
footbal l  team?" Their  cur ios i ty  and conf idence shone through as they
interacted with the counci l  representat ives.
The chi ldren also enthusiast ical ly  shared their  ideas for  the local  community ,
suggest ing the addit ion of a new swimming pool  and even some excit ing
new animals ,  including a gi raffe and a shark!  Their  imaginat ive ideas
sparked plenty of  smi les and demonstrated the value of l i s tening to
chi ldren 's  voices and recognis ing them as act ive contr ibutors to their
community .
This  exper ience provided a meaningful  opportunity  for  chi ldren to develop
their  communicat ion sk i l l s ,  bui ld conf idence in speaking with community
leaders ,  and learn about the important ro le local  government plays in
support ing the community .

 Jaeden led a t radit ional
Welcome to Country  with
a Smoking Ceremony as

we connected with
Boonwurrung culture.  



Child Safe:  Consent and Children’s
Voice

As part  of  our  commitment to keeping chi ldren safe,  we
recognise the importance of chi ldren having a voice and

being l is tened to.
Chi ldren have the r ight to express their  v iews,  make
choices and let  t rusted adults  know when they are

uncomfortable or  do not want to part ic ipate.  We support
chi ldren to give and withdraw consent ,  us ing both words
and body language. You may not ice photos around the
rooms for  consent regarding their  photos being taken.
We also encourage chi ldren to share their  ideas and

opinions about th ings that affect them. Chi ldren have the
opportunity  to share their  thoughts and ideas throughout

the day which may affect them.

https://www.vecra.v ic.gov.au/information-parents-carers



We have enjoyed a wonderful  Term 3 in the Coobaaroo Room! The
Coobaaroo Team works c losely  alongside fami l ies ,  valu ing partnership
and deeply respect ing each chi ld ’s  voice—honour ing al l  the ways they
communicate,  both verbal ly  and non-verbal ly ,  as they share their
thoughts ,  feel ings,  and needs.  Our chi ldren’s  interests ,  st rengths,  and
developmental  needs remain the foundation of everything we plan and
explore together.  I t  has been tru ly  heart-warming to watch the chi ldren
grow in conf idence,  express ing themselves f reely  and creat ively  in  so
many wonderful  ways throughout our  days together.

A key focus of our  learning th is  term has been chi ld safety and personal
wel lbeing.  We have supported the chi ldren to develop an understanding
of body boundar ies ,  helping them recognise what feels  comfortable and
empowering them with the conf idence to say “no” whenever they feel
unsafe or  uncomfortable.  We also introduced the chi ldren to their  safety
network ,  helping them ident i fy  t rusted people they can turn to and ask
for  help whenever they need support .  To extend this  learning and help
chi ldren feel  safe and connected to the wider community ,  we inv i ted
pol ice off icers and f i ref ighters for  an incurs ion.  The chi ldren had the
opportunity  to meet these community  helpers ,  explore their  ro les ,  see
their  equipment,  and learn how they help keep us safe.  This  exper ience
helped bui ld fami l iar i ty ,  respect ,  and conf idence,  so chi ldren know these
are people they can trust  and approach for  help i f  they ever need i t .

COOBAAROO NEWS



COOBAAROO NEWS

We have shared many meaningful  exper iences and special  h ighl ights
throughout the term. The chi ldren came together to bake del ic ious cookies
and muff ins ,  which we sold to raise funds for  Red Nose.  This  act iv i ty  was
r ich with learning:  the chi ldren developed sk i l l s  in  measur ing,  mix ing,
count ing,  and turn-taking,  whi le also gaining an understanding of k indness ,
generosi ty ,  and helping others in  our  community .

For Book Week,  we enjoyed a wonderful  excurs ion to our local  l ibrary.  The
chi ldren loved travel l ing together ,  explor ing the l ibrary space,  and jo in ing
in storyt ime—l istening attent ively ,  jo in ing in with rhymes and songs,  and
discover ing the joy and wonder of  books in a new envi ronment.

One of our  most special  and memorable exper iences th is  term was the
Smoking Ceremony held at our  centre.  This  was a beaut ifu l  opportunity  for
the chi ldren to learn about and respect Abor iginal  culture,  t radit ions ,  and
connect ion to Country .  They observed respectfu l ly ,  asked thoughtful
quest ions,  and began to appreciate the wor ld ’s  o ldest  l iv ing culture and the
wisdom it  holds.

Thank you for  your cont inued partnership,  t rust ,  and support .  I t  i s  a joy to
share your chi ldren’s  learning journey with you,  and we look forward to
more discovery ,  growth,  and joy together in the term ahead.

Warm regards,
The Coobaaroo Team



MIRRAM NEWS

🌳  Connect ing with Nature –  Nat ional  Tree
Day 
The chi ldren enjoyed part ic ipat ing in
Nat ional  Tree Day by plant ing trees in our
outdoor yard.  With great enthusiasm, they
used gardening tools  to dig holes ,  careful ly
place the t rees into the soi l ,  and water them
after  plant ing.  
This  hands-on exper ience provided wonderful
opportunit ies for  the chi ldren to learn about
car ing for  our  envi ronment,  develop an
appreciat ion for  nature,  and contr ibute to a
community  in i t iat ive that encourages
everyone to connect with and care for
Country .  

We have continued to explore and learn about

Austral ia's First Nations cultures,  with meaningful

experiences that encouraged the chi ldren to develop

respect and appreciation for Aboriginal  culture and

connection to Country.  The chi ldren painted on wooden

bark using red,  yel low and black,  the colours of the

Aboriginal  Flag.  Educators introduced the Aboriginal

Flag and talked with the chi ldren about what each

colour represents,  supporting their understanding

through a creative and hands-on experience.  

A very special  highl ight was our visit  from Jaeden,  a

Boonwurrung Elder,  who shared stories and knowledge

about Aboriginal  culture with the chi ldren.  The chi ldren

learnt about Bunj i l  the Eagle,  the Creator Spir it ,  and

his connection to the land,  waterways,  plants,  animals,

mountains and r ivers.  

The chi ldren were also introduced to some

Boonwurrung language and explored the four seasons,

learning how First Nations peoples observe changes in

animals and vegetation to recognise different t imes of

the year.  They enthusiastical ly  repeated the new words

they learnt and participated in role-play,  pretending to

be birds f lying around the room. 

This meaningful  experience supported the chi ldren's

growing understanding and respect for First Nations

cultures,  stories,  languages,  bel iefs and deep

connection to Country.



MIRRAM NEWS

🏉  Footy Week 

The chi ldren got into the spir it  of  Footy

Week by coming dressed in their

favourite team colours.  It  was

wonderful  to see the chi ldren proudly

showing their colours and sharing their

excitement with fr iends and educators.

They enjoyed talking about their

favourite teams,  noticing different

colours and designs,  and discovering

shared interests with their peers.  

Footy Week created a fun opportunity

to celebrate belonging,  fr iendship,

connection and community within our

learning environment.  

 

🌕  Mid-Autumn Festival  –  Mooncake

Making 

To celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival ,

the chi ldren enjoyed a hands-on

mooncake-making experience.  They

helped prepare the dough and then used

special  mooncake moulds to shape their

creations.  The chi ldren were very

excited to see their f inished

mooncakes and proudly take them home

to share with their famil ies.  

This experience provided opportunit ies

to explore culture,  food,  sensory

experiences,  creativity and family

connections,  whi le introducing the

chi ldren to a meaningful  cultural

celebration.  

THANK YOU TO MWANGALA FOR BRINGING IN THE BEAUTIFUL HANDMADE KNITTED

INDIGENOUS DOLL BLANKETS AND DOLL HATS. WE TRULY APPRECIATE THE

CONTRIBUTION!



 The Woolerts headed over to Waverley Meadows Primary School  and met with

some of the Grade 6 chi ldren in the l ibrary.  The l ibrarian explained that they would

be learning about bees during their visit .

The chi ldren began by reading a story together before doing some colouring

activit ies and watching an animated book about bees.  They then had the

opportunity to explore the l ibrary and look through the wide range of books

avai lable.

The chi ldren were excited to discover books about some of their favourite

interests,  including superheroes,  Frozen,  Pokémon and AFL.  They loved browsing

the different sections and sharing the books they found with each other.

The l ibrarian also explained that the group could borrow some books to take back

to kindergarten and share with the other chi ldren.  Each chi ld was also given their

own l ibrary card to take home, which they were very excited about.  It  was a

wonderful  opportunity for the chi ldren to explore the l ibrary,  develop their

interest in  books and experience being part of a school  community.

WOOLERT NEWS

This term during August we celebrated Science Week,  giving the

chi ldren opportunit ies to explore,  investigate and ask questions about

the world around them. The chi ldren enjoyed participating in hands-on

experiences,  making predictions,  testing their ideas and sharing their

discoveries with their peers.  The experiments we did included:  walking

rainbows,  f loat and sink and making a rain cloud in a jar.    

https://thestemlaboratory.com/walking-water-rainbow/

https://funlearningforkids.com/rain-cloud-jar-science-experiment/



WOOLERT NEWS

Superhero Week 

Superhero week has been a huge success with the chi ldren dressing up

throughout the week as their favourite characters.   

We celebrated our favourite Superhero's as a part of Bravehearts Day and

National  Chi ld Protections Week.  We have used this week as an

opportunity to have discussions with the chi ldren about al l  personal

safety,  particular ly  their safety network.  The chi ldren's safety network is  5

adults that the chi ldren could talk to in  they need help to feel  safe.  The

chi ldren each took turns at tracing their hands and naming their 5 safety

people.   

MOPA   

The chi ldren were very excited to visit  MOPA and enjoyed a 30-minute bus

ride before settl ing in for an action-packed day of exploration.  They

experienced a wide range of interactive activit ies,  including the Big City,

sensory spaces,  bal l  tubes,  projected art,  bui lding blocks,  the ramp room,

water play,  giant sl ides and an interactive colour room where they

discovered how staying sti l l  could make the room go dark.  The chi ldren also

enjoyed dressing up,  dancing with MOPA staff,  playing instruments,  and

finishing the day with a quiet story session featuring Possum Magic and The

Very Hungry Caterpi l lar.  After lunch,  the chi ldren said goodbye to their guide

Emma and headed back to Kinder,  with the return bus r ide being much

quieter as some chi ldren relaxed and fel l  asleep.  

Thank you to Jie for br inging in the recycled wooden construction materials

for the chi ldren to enjoy.  We real ly  appreciate your contribution!



BABAJIN NEWS

FIRE STATION EXCURSION   

The f ire f ighters were very impressed with their l istening,  awareness you cal l  000 for

fire f ighters and they continued to learn about;  1.  getting down low and go,  go,  go if

their is  smoke in a room,  

-discussing safe meeting evacuation places in the home such as a street corner,  letter

box and not going into a house for belongings.  The f ire f ighters wi l l  help you.  

-  Stop,  drop and rol l  if  clothes caught f ire.   

-they identif ied and l istened to a smoke alarm and l istened to a mock emergency cal l

at the f ire station where they said our centres name  

-  they were given an actvity book to continue to learning and fun at home, stickers and

a carboard f ire truck to construct.   

See the hal lway for the creative pictures and sharing their learning   

They were sooooo excited again for their lunch boxes,  they began asking almost as

soon as we were on the bus.  Which they al l  open with ease.    Once arr iving at the

playground they confidently opened and ate from their lunchboxes,  displaying

awareness to not share food due to al lergies/hygiene.  They connected concepts as

they repeatedly checked they were placing rubbish in the correct bin as they said,  "soft

plastic,  can scrunch so goes in landfi l l /red bin".  

They then explored,  cl imbed,  swung,  used the f lying fox and played at the lakeside

playground  

Superhero Week 

Superhero week has been a huge success with the chi ldren dressing up

throughout the week as their favourite characters.   

We celebrated our favourite Superhero's as a part of Bravehearts Day and

National  Chi ld Protections Week.  We have used this week as an opportunity

to have discussions with the chi ldren about al l  personal  safety,  particular ly

their safety network.  The chi ldren's safety network is  5 adults that the

chi ldren could talk to in  they need help to feel  safe.  The chi ldren each took

turns at tracing their hands and naming their 5 safety people.   

https://columbiaparkelc-my.sharepoint.com/:i:/g/personal/info_columbiaparkelc_com_au/IQC93KdTm7R4RZRvJyPfvlTDAXsf0TCsVL1nPqhphQ0d4kY
https://columbiaparkelc-my.sharepoint.com/:i:/g/personal/info_columbiaparkelc_com_au/IQC93KdTm7R4RZRvJyPfvlTDAXsf0TCsVL1nPqhphQ0d4kY


WAVERLEY MEADOWS VISIT

We visited Waverley meadows Primary School

(WMPS) as we connect with our community

where they planted their own rosemary cutting

by dipping the end in honey to promote root

growth and placed it  in  their soi l  and watered it .

They weeded the garden and then fed the

chickens with the weeds and some of the

chi ldren patted them.

Looked at worms and learning they don't  have

eyes and one mouth and continuing to learn

about what they eat and how they help our

environment

Also learnt when you l ift  a  compost bin bugs f ly

everywhere including in my mouth!

Went on nature treasure hunt looking for insect,

things that were soft/  hard/shiny/  blue etc.  (see

form)

So proud of their l istening,  engagement and

school  readiness ski l ls  and they verbal ised and

demonstrated their learning of how to cross the

road safely;  stop,  look,  l isten and think and hold

hands with a grown up.  They asked to watch this

cl ip again,  aware when the funny parts are

coming.  Watch at home to continue the learning

and share the laughs.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=JkUS_uODvko&time_continue=16&source_ve_

path=MjM4NTE&embeds_referr ing_euri=https%

3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2F&embeds_referr in

g_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com

When we returned they drew their awareness

which we are embedding in our curr iculum of

what seeds/ plants need to grow; soi l ,  sun,

water,  air  and space.  Linking to tree planting

week.  They also learnt the importance of trees

as we discussed how they give us oxygen/air

and help clean the air  which helps our

environment

BABAJIN NEWS



We are discussing how to keep our body's safe and appropriate behaviour.  We

aim to educate the chi ldren and send a posit ive message about our bodies and

that we can openly discuss anything about our bodies and our feel ings.

We embed the learning and impl icit  teaching about holding up one hand and

naming f ive adults we could talk too,  this is  known as a safety network.  They

then wrote their names and named 5 trusted adults.  Keep tel l ing an adult  unti l

you safe,  your needs are met.

"Boss of My Body" emphasises the importance of teaching chi ldren that their

body parts are pr ivate and that they have the r ight to make decisions about

their own bodies.  By init iating these conversations,  parents and caregivers can

create a foundation for bui lding a chi ld's understanding of personal  boundaries

and safety,  empowering them to navigate their world with confidence" Teeny

Tiny Stevies:  Boss of My Own Body |  Official  Animation Further reding t  continue

learning at home and important discussions- -  WA Chi ld Safety Services -

WACSS -  Booking Reading:  Jasmine's Butterfl ies |  Facebook -  eSafeKids Book

Reading:  Everyones Got A Bottom (youtube.com) Consent |  L itt le BIG Chats

Series -  Read by author Jayneen Sanders -  YouTube

Aimee who worked in CPELC before came to Babaj in teaching us Auslan.  Aimee

is now a Year 2 pr imary teacher.  She discussed that Auslan is Austral ian Sign

Language.  it  is  for people to communicate with our hands and face expression.

They learned how to use hand shape and face to express:  you,  I ,  we,  Austral ia,

coming,  one and many.  They are learning and practicing singing the beautiful

song '  we are one'  ABC's National  Sing-along |  We are One |  ABC Austral ia  using

Auslan.

SCHOOL READINESS IS EMBEDDED IN THE CURRICULUM AND EVERY DAY

PRACTISES 

What can I  do to prepare my chi ld for school? Tips for starting school  |

v ic.gov.au

BABAJIN NEWS



ANGELINA GREEN FISH CURRY WITH RICE 

Serves:  4–6 people

Oven:  220°C

🛒  Ingredients

- 1 kg basa f ish f i l lets — fresh or frozen

- 1 can (400 ml)  coconut milk

-  3–4 tbsp green curry paste — adjust to taste

- 1–2 cups broccol i  f lorets

- 1–2 carrots,  sl iced

- 1 cup green peas

- 1 cup green beans,  cut into smaller pieces

- Other vegetables of your choice — capsicum, zucchini ,  snow peas,  etc.

-  Salt ,  to taste

- Fresh coriander or parsley,  to serve

- Rice,  enough for 4–6 people

👩‍🍳  Method

1.  Prepare the f ish

Preheat the oven to 220°C.

Place the basa f ish f i l lets in a large deep baking tray.  You can use the f ish straight from frozen — there is

no need to thaw it  f irst.

2.  Make the curry sauce

In a bowl,  combine 400 ml coconut milk with 3–4 tablespoons of green curry paste.  Mix wel l  unti l  the curry

paste is completely incorporated into the coconut milk.

If  you l ike a milder curry,  start  with 3 tablespoons.  For a stronger,  spicier f lavour,  use 4 tablespoons.

3.  Add the sauce

Pour the coconut curry mixture over the f ish.

The l iquid should come roughly halfway up the f ish,  rather than completely covering it .  Remember that the

fish wi l l  release some l iquid as it  cooks.

Season with a l itt le salt  if  desired.

4.  Add the vegetables

Arrange the broccol i ,  carrots,  green peas and green beans around and over the f ish.  You can also add any

other vegetables you l ike.

5.  Bake

Place the tray in the preheated oven at 220°C.

Bake unti l  the f ish is  completely cooked and f lakes easi ly  with a fork,  and the vegetables are tender.  The

cooking t ime wi l l  depend on whether the f ish is  fresh or frozen and on the thickness of the f i l lets — start

checking after about 20 minutes.

If  using frozen f ish,  it  may take a l itt le longer.

6.  Cook the r ice

While the f ish is  cooking,  prepare the r ice in your r ice cooker according to the manufacturer's

instructions.

7.  Serve

Serve the r ice in bowls or on plates,  topped with the green curry f ish and vegetables.

Spoon plenty of the creamy coconut curry sauce over the r ice and f inish with fresh coriander or parsley.
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