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Columbia
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REMINDERS AND
UPDATES

By now you would have noticed the
commencement of our outdoor
redevelopment project phase one, it
has been a very exciting time for all of
us! Once phase one, in the kinder yard,
is complete, phase two in the Wombat/
Joey yard will commence. Following
the completion of both yard upgrades
our staffroom/ planning room
upgrade will begin.
Please be mindful of safety as you
enter and exit the centre premises. We
want to thank you for your patience
and understanding as we move
through this busy time.
We are now taking expression of
interest for 3 year old and 4 year old
Kindergarten 2023. Please fill out an
expression of interest form and hand
in to management as soon as possible,
to secure your spot in our kinder
programs for 2023. Please see
management or Emma (4 year old
kinder teacher) or Rhiannon (3 year
old kinder teacher) for any questions
or queries.

END OF YEAR
CLOSURE DATES
This year the centre will close over the
Christmas and New Year period. The
children's last day for 2022 will be on
Thursday 22nd of December and the centre
will then reopen for 2023 on Monday the
9th of January.
Please be mindful for those who have
children starting school next year this
means that they will no longer be enrolled
and hold a spot after the 22nd of December.
Parents will therefore need to seek care for
their child elsewhere prior to the
commencement of school if needed or
speak to management about available
casual days in January 2023.

IN THE
KITCHEN

You may have noticed that
Richard has added some Bush
Tucker ingredients within our
menu. This includes wattle
seed, kangaroo mince, damper
and lemon myrtle so far. If you
have any other Bush Tucker
ingredients or recipes, we
would love you to share them
with us.
Keep an eye out for other new
ingredients popping up!
Thank you to those who have
given the centre new recipe
ideas for our menu, please be
mindful that recipes given to
us need to be adjustable to be
inline with our Healthy Eating
program and guidelines.

FUNDRASING
The committee and management want to
thank everyone for their support and
contribution to the Dance Party fundraising
event where we raised over $650 towards a
defibrillator for the centre.
Currently we also have our Wet Weather
Gear fundraiser where a portion of the
money from each sale goes to the centre.
Please see the foyer display or ask
management for more information

NEW CHILD SAFE
STANDARDS
Please use the link to read more about
the new child safe standards.
CCYP | Child Safe Standards

SUSTAINABILITY
UPDATES
We have been very busy with our veggie garden
throughout the month. Bilbies have been busy
planting pumpkin seeds that they dried in the
room. They started to grow and then
disappeared .So we will be investigating how
they disappeared .Our snow peas are starting to
take off and we will keep an eye on how they
are going . If anyone has some ideas about how
we can improve our garden to assist with our
veggies growing it would be great.
We are using veggie scraps in our compost and
worm farm.
Each room has a sustainability program now
and will be implementing it into their daily
program. One area we will be working on in the
rooms is the care of our books and the
equipment in the rooms. Children will be
encouraged to have clean hands, turning the
pages carefully and placing the books back on
the shelf when finished. Another way is with
puzzles, ensuring that they are completed after
each use and no pieces are missing.
We are conserving water by using rainwater to
play in the sand. We encourage children to
think about how they are using the water, and
are they using it constructively in their play.
We also use the leftover water from lunch to
water the plants or place it in the soaking
container for our cutlery.
We are continuing to look for ideas and
resources on how we can be more sustainable
in our everyday practices. If anyone has any
ideas we would love for you to share them.

STAYING HEALTHY
DURING THE
WINTER PERIOD.
You may be aware that there have been
many illnesses around lately; here are
some ways to help you to prevent illness
and take care of yourself.
Preventing colds and other viruses:
-Exercise
- Get enough sleep and make sure it’s
quality sleep.
-Head outside and get some fresh air even when it’s cold.
- Eat a balanced diet including protein,
vitamins, antioxidants and fibre.
-Stay hydrated to keep your body
functioning optimally
Stopping the spread of germs
-Handwashing ensuring that you use soap
and washing hands for at least 20 seconds.
-Stay home from
work/childcare/kinder/school
-Avoid touching mouth/nose/eyes
-Cover your mouth and nose when you
cough or sneeze

Wombat Room
In the Wombat Room so far this year we have been
engaging in lots of social interactions through
dramatic play such as role play in home corner,
songs, rhymes, and stories. This encourages social
skills as well as language development.
Fine motor activities are always popular as the
children challenge their skills with puzzles, trains
and tracks, shape sorters and blocks. The children
have a strong interest in art and craft based activities
which extends on hand eye co ordination, pre
writing skills, as well as language development and
colour and shape recognition for the older children.

Outdoor play is always part of our daily program as fresh
air and physical play is so important for children’s
wellbeing.
The cooler weather is now here so we ask that you provide
suitable clothing to accommodate this. We will continue to
engage in outdoor play in cold and wet weather so please
always send jackets and a warm hat as well as changes of
clothes, including socks.
Gum boots and raincoats also give the children
opportunity to explore the physical environment in a
different way. Wet sand is great for building sandcastles or
cakes or roads for the trucks. For the crawlers, supplying
thick or waterproof pants just for outdoor play can help
from having to go through too many changes of pants.

We strive to build a sense of belonging here and make
connections with the children’s home life. If you have not
already done so we are asking families to supply a family
photo, we would like to display them here in the room for
the children to look at. This can be a photo supplied or one
can be emailed to the centre. The children love looking at
their own family photos as well as those of their friends.
Also we welcome you to send through any family
reflections of things you may have done at home or on
your weekends, the children really enjoying looking at
their home photos and love to share this with their peers.

REMINDER:

Please label your
child's clothing

Joey Room
The children continue to extend on their
independence and self-help skills. We embed this as
everyday practice so it can become second nature,
from toilet training, washing hands, self- serving
food, cleaning and packing away beds, putting on
own shoes, packing up after play to beginning to
recognise letters in their names with locker tags and
place cards for meals. As part of toilet training we
have introduced the name of our private parts, we
encouraged the children to give others privacy
during toilet time by having a divider to screen the
toilet and we read the book “You’re the boss of your
body" and "My body is Special and Private”.
Engaging with nature and learning to care for the
environment has been a big focus. Bush Kinder is great for
the children to interact with nature as we discuss
respecting plants and other living things. We scaffold this
learning with our Bee learning experience and caring for
the plants that some of our families kindly donated. We
encourage the children to use their left-over water from
meal times to do this as part of our sustainability
education.

We were also involved in some event days including Easter
and Greek Easter with fun activities such as a traditional
Greek egg game. Another cultural day was Dragon Boat
Festival where the children learnt about Chinese herbs and
local herbs, and pretending to make ZongZi with
playdough and bamboo leaves and another traditional egg
game as they tried to stand them up.
We learnt about Anzac Day with a wonderful book ‘Anzac
Ted’ that helped the children gain an understanding as
well as making Anzac biscuits. Our Police visit excursion
was extended on with our Emergency Centre play space
and lots of discussions about the different community
helpers. The children show lots of interest in books and the
National Simultaneous Story involved us with reading a
book along with children all across the nation titled
“Family Tree”.

Joey Room

continued...

We are always learning new songs and rhymes. Here
are some you may have heard the children sing as
they build on their language skills.
·
The bees go buzzing
·
Inanay
·
Clean up song
·
Welcome to Country
·
Thumbs up Singing in the rain
·
I can sing a rainbow with sign language
These songs not only encourage language, but they
also help the children with learning counting,
alphabet, diversity and cultures that represent us in
our room.
We as educators strive to build close relationships with the children so the children are
confident to learn and thrive.

Possum Room

Who else is on total shock
that we are at the Mid way
point for 2022? We have
had such an amazing
Term 2 in the Possums
we only have enough
room to share a few of the
highlights!!

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually
by the Australian Library and Information Association
(ALIA). Every year a picture book, written and illustrated
by an Australian author and illustrator, is read
simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare
centers, family homes, bookshops and many other places
around the country. Simultaneous Story time is a day to
celebrate literacy and build the foundations for a life-long
love of reading in your young learners. The Possum
children really enjoyed watching the story being read by
the author on the Big Projector Screen. About the book It started with a seed, and that seed was me. And, over time,
laughter filled my garden ... A heartfelt celebration of
family, community and the seasons of life, to cherish and
to share

Possum Room

continued...

-Play ground Visit May 30th
This was such a fantastic and fun
experience for the children and the
educators. We played on the swings, the
slides and the climbing equipment. The
springy horse and airplane was also
super exciting. Some of the children
asked Heidi about the stone pillars (or
statures the chidlren called them), so
she took a few of them who wanted to
explore them up-close for a walk. They
climbed in them as well as had a seat on
the steps. We explained to them that a
long time ago there was big building
there and the steps are all that are left.

When the Police came to visit the
Possums were super excited to
head out to the court where the
Police had parked their car for us
to look at. We talked about the
lights and the colours of the car
and then one of the Police people
turned on the siren, which was
very loud, but we really enjoyed.
We then returned and the police
people talked to use about all the
different vehicles they have as well
as talking to us about how they
help us. They also reminded us to
always say hello if we see a Police
person out and about. We then got
a chance to try on lots of different
hats that the police wear, and that
was really fun.

We had a visit from Emily the Librarian.
We sang some songs including the Hello
song, Heads Shoulders knees and toes and
then had some Stories Read.
The First was a story titled I need a Hug by
Aaron Blabey, which is a story about a
Porcupine who just needs a hug! The
children were sad for the Porcupine
because they wanted the animals in the
story to hug him.
We then learnt some information about
our local Library. We found out that it is
place where we can borrow lots of books to
take home and share with our families
before returning them for someone else to
read
Next we read another story called 'Baz and
Benz', written by Heidi KcKinnin, a story
about two owls who are best fiends no
matter what!

Bilby Room
UPCOMING DATES
Wednesday 27th July- Melbourne
Museum excursion
Tuesday 30th AugustResponsible Pet Program
incursion
Thursday 15th SeptemberHealesville Sanctuary excursion
Tuesday 22nd November- Kew
Traffic School excursion
Weekly Nature Exploration
excursion
Weekly Columbia Park
playground excursions from 13th
July till 5th September
More information will be emailed
closer to the dates.

ANZAC DAY -We read books,
engaged in art and sensory loose
part experiences, made ANZAC
biscuits, group discussions and we
learnt what ANZAC stands for.
Learning about ANZAC Day helps
young children to understand the
life and times of Australia and its
people. The ceremony and
traditions are such an integral part
of our culture that it gives us an
opportunity to talk to children
about the importance of ANZAC
Day.

FOR MORE VISIT:

www.reallygreatsite.com

Bilby Room

continued...

EASTER AND GREEK EASTER
The children made Easter baskets and
used collage materials to create bunnies,
bunny ears, Easter eggs and lots of
drawings. They engaged in imaginative
play as we implemented multiple
learning spaces and we read books, sung
songs and went on Easter egg hunt.
We played the cracking of the red eggs
game called Tsougrisma (thanks to Fraine
family and Moutsias family for sharing
this game) and we read a book about
Greek Easter.

POLICE VISIT AND LEARNING ABOUT THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF POLICE
OFFICERSWHAT TO DO WHEN LOST- Most important thing is stay with an adult (Mum, Dad,
YiaYia etc.) when out and never leave with anyone. Set a meeting spot. Ask a shop
keeper, someone in uniform or they say ask a Mum with children in a pram for help.
-We are practising to say their full name, age, parent names and their full address.
Please practise at home
-000-Call for fire, ambulance and police.
-We learnt about the various roles and responsible of a Police officers and that they are
there to help you, they cannot put children in jail.
-We also discussed wearing a bike helmet when on scooter, bike and skateboard, even
if you are only in the drive way.
Excursion- The day finally arrived for the Police visit. The Constables were so
impressed with the Bilby children's knowledge, questions and insight of the Police
force.
We looked at the marked van/4wd and inside as they observed they have the same GPS
as some of their parents' cars. They read the word Police, recognised the blue and white
checks, said call 000 for Police, Fire and Ambulance and asked lots of questions.
They spoke about how the siren and lights are used in an emergency so they can let the
traffic know they need to get there fast to keep the community safe.
We then came inside and the Police showed us lots of pictures and the Bilby children
eagerly shared the answers about the different Police vehicles and animals. They also
spoke about Pedestrian and water safety. They were fascinated by their uniforms as
they looked at their ID's, different caps, body, camera/video, radio, gloves, glasses.

Bilby Room

continued...

PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS IS EMBEDDED INTO OUR EVERY PRACTISEWe engaged in intentional teaching as we read "Everyone's got a bottom" over a
few weeks and it is a tool for parents and teachers to gently start a conversation
with children about self protection. We are discussing how to keep our body's
safe and appropriate behaviour. We aim to educate them and send a positive
message about our bodies and that we can openly discuss anything about our
bodies and our feelings.
The book discusses recognition of feelings, appropriate secrets, bodies and
privacy, personal spaces, safe/appropriate contact and language, rules about
touch and it uses the correct terminology to name our bodies' private parts.
"From head to your toes, you can say what goes" is the main message throughout
the book. The author reads the book on youtubehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB1aR07LZmY
We concluded by holding up one hand and naming five adults we could talk too,
this is known as a safety network. They then wrote their names and named 5
trusted adults; The thumb includes all family members and the fingers other
trusted adults.
JASMINE'S BUTTERFLIES BOOKS- This book tells the story of Jasmine's
excursion to the zoo. Jasmine becomes lost and feels unsafe. She recognises the
butterflies in her tummy as her 'early warning signs' so she uses her network to
find help.
WA Child Safety Services - WACSS - Booking Reading: Jasmine's Butterflies |
Facebook You can read this book at home and continue the discussions.

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY- The
children decided what they
would like to make as a present
and they made
bracelets/necklaces as they
threaded beads and used letter
beads to add their name. They
also wrote cards, told us all
about their Mum and drew
special pictures on a cotton bag
and the card.

FOR MORE VISIT:

www.reallygreatsite.com

Bilby Room

continued...

WOOLWORTHS EXCURSIONS AND
COOKING AFTERNOON TEA ( 6 SMALL
GROUP EXCURSIONS)They had prepared their ingredient list
previously (researching, writing and drawing)
and we walked and practiced Stop, look , listen
and think pedestrian safety. They each had a turn
pushing the pedestrian light and listening to the
sounds it made and observing the lights change
colour.
On arrival we looked at the numbers of each aisle
and hypothesised where we would find the
ingredients. Fridge, freezer or aisle? They all
found their ingredients and they scanned their
items and paid and excitedly collected their
change. How much did it cost? What change did
they get? We continually enhanced their literacy
& numeracy development.
We later prepared their afternoon tea as they
scooped, measured, weighed, mixed and added
their ingredients. We learnt about terms of
measurement, fractions, chemical changes in
food such as liquid to solid.
It was delicious, thanks!

RECONCILLIATION WEEKWe read the book 'Sorry, Sorry' by Anne Kerr and
Illustrated by Mardi Pitt. "Sorry Sorry,
understanding the journey of reconciliation with
Australia's First Peoples and where understanding,
appreciation and respect for "All Peoples" can be
built".
This inspired lots of questions and conversations
during and after reading the book I asked, "How can
we show respect and kindness to the first people?
Reya- We have to say sorry to them, the first people!
Alissa- It was really bad they did that cause it was
there land
Mini- They need to become a team (the book talked
about working together)
Lots of children- They have to say sorry, look after
the plants and animals

Bilby Room

continued...

DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL - Jenny came into
our room and spoke about the Chinese dragon
boat festival with us. She spoke about 4 customs1/ The dragon boat races and the big drum used.
They watched a short clip on the boat races and
listened to the drums.
2/ Eating Zong zi- and Jessy came up again and
spoke how her family made them and they
named some ingredients. They felt and touched
the banana leaves and looked at the made Zong
zi.
3/ Three things to smell which can be placed in
pouches ; thyme, rosemary and a Chinese herb
powder (this can't be eater, just for
spelling/aroma). They all had a turn smelling
them.
4/ A game- can you make the egg stand up by
itself and will it float/sink in water?
Later we watched a clip on the Dragon Boat
festival- Dragon Boat Races Celebrate China's
Ancient Past | National Geographic - Bing video

LIBRARIAN- Came
into kinder and
read books and sang
songs with the
children and she
spoke about all the
amazing things you
can do at the
library.
Have you gone for a
visit?

We have been
working to map out
each of the children
and where them or
their parents were
born. This is
displayed in the
foyer for everyone
to see and will be
continuously added
to with more and
more families.
Have you found
your string on the
map?

